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to grant him for his share in the murder of Rizzio. Great was her astonishment, therefore, when, upon opening the letter, she found it filled with bitter reproaches for her conduct, coupled with an exhortation to repent, and an asseveration, several times repeated, that she should never regain her liberty. He concluded his letter with the announcement that, despite his distaste for public life, he was forced into accepting the Regency, less out of regard for his country than for his sister, as it was the only means at his command of putting a stop to the dishonoring prosecution which the nobles were determined to bring against her, as the instigator of, or at least the chief accessory to, the death of Darnley. The necessary implication was that her imprisonment was a piece of great good fortune for which she ought to thank God as a vast improvement upon the fate which would have been hers, if he had not interceded for her.
This letter was a perfect thunderclap to Mary; but, as she was determined not to give her enemies an opportunity to exult in her discomfiture, she summoned all her self-control, and said to William Douglas:
" This letter contains intelligence with which you are doubtless familiar, for, although we are not children of the same mother, the writer is related to us both in equal degree, and would not have written to his sister without writing at the same time to his brother; and then, too, like a good son, he must have been in haste to inform his mother of the unexpected honors which have fallen to his lot,"
" Yes, Madame/' William replied, " we learned yesterday that my brother has been appointed Regent of Scotland, happily for the realm. As his respect for his mother is only equalled by his devotion to his country,